Dear Folk Alliance Australia Members
Welcome to the March edition of the FAA e-news.

This e-news has reached you in the middle of Australia’s peak Festival season and we hope you are enjoying all that is on offer in and around these amazing events. 
IN THIS ISSUE: 
1. Development Program and National Showcase Program

2.  AGM
3.  Folk Alliance International

5.  Membership and Insurance Updates
      1.  Development Program & National Showcase Program
In January, FAA hosted Showcase Concerts at Cygnet Folk Festival in Tasmania. This was our first trip to host events at Cygnet. The Showcase Concerts featured 7 acts from across Australia, highlighting young Tasmania artists in particular. Cygnet Folk Festival held concerts featuring young people over the weekend and from this process, nominated a representative to be part of our National Showcase Concert. We are delighted that Terri Young will be part of our line up in Canberra. 

Port Fairy Folk Festival and The Blue Mountains Folk Festival will also feature and showcase young acts from our development Program - so do get along to support these concerts!
FAA also hosted a workshop at the Cygnet Folk Festival.  We brought together a panel with diverse experience across the industry, who generously shared their knowledge of touring and management and general hints for getting ahead. The panel was made up of Paul McKenna (Paul McKenna Band)  Chloe Goodyear (Woodford Folk Festival ), Jesse Lubitz (Tin Pan Orange), Jake Charron from The East Pointers, George Jackson and Kaurna Kronin. 

Our next Industry Panel Workshop will be held at the National Folk Festival on Sunday 27th March – 2pm at the Speigel Zelt. Please join us as we introduce you to a panel of industry attending the NFF who will share their experience of touring, showcasing and self management.
The FAA National Youth Awards Showcase Concert will once again be hosted by The National Folk Festival in Canberra over Easter. Thank you to the National Folk Festival for their support and partnership in hosting our Youth Showcase Concert, our AGM and workshop. We look forward to continuing our association and partnership into the future.
This year FAA had more applications than in previous year from young acts across Australia wanting to be part of our Showcase Youth Awards Concert. Unfortunately  we are not able to fit everyone into the two and a half hour concert, but have a selection are artists from across the nation. The acts on the line up this year are Terri Young, The Mulberry Collective, Chloe Nott, The Squeeze Box Trio, Aden Quinn, Hayley Stone and Drowsy Maggies. You can catch some of Australia’s best young artists in concert on Sunday 27th March – 10.30am until 1pm.
2.  FAA Annual General Meeting 
    Notice of Folk Alliance Australia Annual General Meeting. The AGM will be held at the National Folk Festival – on Sunday 27th March at 6pm at The Board Room. FAA will be launching some exciting new projects and initiatives at this meeting.

If you are heading to Canberra, we invite all FAA members to come along to our AGM.
3.  Folk Alliance International Conference – Kansas City
Folk Alliance International - we attended the Conference again this year and looked for opportunities to make connections that support Australian artists travelling internationally, as well as ways that FAA can work with international networks. 

FAA had a strong presence at the international expo where we hosted a trade stand and offered space to all Australian acts at the event. Network and panel sessions connected us to a range of organisations and artists.  Attendance at showcasing concerts was a really positive way to build relationships.

Three acts who have been through the FAA Youth Development Program – Kaurna Cronin, Rowina Wise and The Mae Trio showcased at FAI this year – a terrific representation of our young Australian acts. All three acts came away with new possibilities, broad international networks and development opportunities through attending the conference. We look forward to keeping up with the outcomes of this trip for them.
4. Membership and Insurance.
Membership and insurance benefits are a priority to the organisation and we regularly review these areas to ensure we are offering the best opportunities to our members. FAA will announce some exciting changes to our insurance at our AGM.

Our next eNews will arrive in your inbox in April  In the meantime, we wish all of our members the very best for the festival season. Enjoy!
Warm wishes from

The Folk Alliance Australia Team

